2007 DICTIONARY SKILLS 2008
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR COACHES / CONTEST DIRECTORS

 PREPARATION FOR CONTEST. Read and « PERSONNEL NEEDED FOR CONTEST.

follow all instructions provided in the “InformationContest Director and Assistant Director from two
Pertaining to All Contests” section of tRBIAAcademic  different schools, each knowledgeable of contest
Handbook. Observe and practice with students all rulesnstruction and administration.

and procedures delineated in the “Instructions to tgaders. Director and assistant director may also serve

Contestant” and in the “Checklist for Contest Directorgs graders. To expedite the grading process, provide at
and the™Checklist for Graders.” Preparation for theast two graders for every 15 papers.

Dictionary Skills Contest should include practice using

a dictionary to locate a variety of informations SCORING (ADDITIONAL INFORMATION). +5
Contestants are at an advantage for each correct answer, and -2 for each
if th_ey can research and mau incorrect answer, erased answvilent does not
their dictionaries to find have an X in the answer bland; marked
information more quickly. through answer that did not result in a correct
Dictionary Skills tests from answer. Graders should each use a different
previous years of competition color pen or pencil to mark papers and place
(available on PSIA order forms) their initials at the bottom of the test answer

provide multiple practice sheet to indicate that they have graded the
problems for students. paper.

However, be aware that a new

edition of the dictionary is now « DICTIONARY AVAILABILITY. The

available, and page numbers, as well as some answgegriam-\\ebster Collegiate Dictionary, 11th edition, is

may not correlate with the older tests. Coaches m@ilable at most book stores. Texas Educational

adapt these resources as deemed necessary. Paperbacks (TEP) will be providing a good discount to
PSIA schools and individuals. C4H800 443-2078.
Fax to 1-800 437-7070.

2007 IMPROMPTU SPEAKING 2008
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR COACHES / CONTEST DIRECTORS

1. Contest Director/Timekeeper. May be a
* PREPARATION FOR CONTEST. Read and knowledgeable coach of contestants in the contest.
follow all instructions provided in the “Information2. Judge(s). One or three judges may judge a section of
Pertaining to All Contests” section of tREIAAcademic 9 or fewer contestants. Judges should be experienced in
Handbook. Observe and practice with students all rulggeech or language arts studies, and each should have
and procedures delineated in the “Instructions to th&d experience judging at least three speech contests (in
Contestant” and in the “Checklist for Contest Directorgfie classroom is minimal) prior to being selected to judge
and the™Checklist for JUDGES.” Preparation for thgt a district or state tournamefitjudges are from the
Impromptu Speaking Contest should include instructiephools that have contestants entered in the contest, they
in organizational speech delivery. Teachers may cregteuld wait outside the room while roll is being called.
as many practice impromptu topics as they need. kTheeyvaALUATION AND JUDGES BALLOT,
topics can be tailored to fit any learning situatioPRELIMINARY ROUND POSTING FORM, and
Request suggestions from your participants. There RENKING PROCEDURES . Coaches and teachers
no study materials to order. Topics are provided by PSJAould use the Impromptu Speaking Evaluation Sheet
for District and State Meet competition. Additionadnd the Judge’s Ballot included in tR&IA Academic
practice topics are available in the study packets lisi@endbook to assist in preparing contestants for
on the PSIA Study Materials Order Form. competition. The preliminary round posting form is
« DRESS CODE. Contestants are expected to we@icated onpage 39 and the “Ranking Procedure for
regular clothing without school logos. Instruct studergpeech Contests” follows the Impromptu Speaking
to dress comfortably, but avoid wearing shorts, shg#ction in the handbook.

dresses, cut offs, or any article of clothing that woWlsECTIONING. By random placement, make sure that

diminish the quality of the presentation. students from the same school are in different sections,
if possible, and make sure that the first persons listed on
* PERSONNEL NEEDED FOR CONTEST. the entry forms are not all in the same section.
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2007 IMPROMPTU SPEAKING

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CONTESTANT

* WHAT HAPPENS IN THE
CONTEST. 1) The contest
director will announce the time
and place that contestants and one
adult should report for evaluation
pick-up and/or awards pre-
sentation. (Alternates taking the
place of absent registered
contestants should be sure to let
the contest director know as they

« ADVANCING TO STATE. 4 must compete in a gradé&Nter the room to save time in roll call.) 2) The contest
for 2 to advance (See pagéor complete rules.) director will call speaker number 1 to draw three topics
from an envelope or other container. 3) Contestaist
« NATURE OF THE CONTEST. This contest one of the three topics within a 60-second period, and
provides opportunities for students in grades 7 and 8HoSP€ak on the topic after three minutes of
evaluate speeches given by others; to explore the usrgparation. The two topics not chosen are placed back
the voice and body in speaking situations; to examifighe envelope or drawing container. The topic that is
the different purposes for speaking; to organize idegiglected is not returned to the envelope. Because the
to prepare and deliver various speeches; and to devélgpA events are meant to be educational, the contestants
self-confidence. may remain in the contest room and audiences should
Contestants will draw three topics and have three minuswelcomed, but no one may enter the room once the
to prepare a speech, which must be presented witHeittest has started. Contestants may use blank paper to
any notes. The contest gives participants experienc@figanize ideas during preparation. However, notes may
thinking, organizing, formulating clear thoughts, andOT be used when giving the speech. The contestant

delivering those thoughts to an audience effectively. Will speak before a single judge or a panel of three judges.

The maximum time limit for each speecfive minutes. (All speech events are judged by an odd number of

There is no minimum time limit. Students who excedédges.) When only 30 seconds are left in the allotted
the allotted five minutes shall be disqualifi®ktter ime for a speaker, the contest director, who also serves

speeches are at least three minutes in length, howe@srthe timekeeper, will hold up a *30 seconds left” card
In order to assist the contestant in stopping the speech
Appropriate Gestures: The Impromptu SpeakingPrior to the end of the time limit. For panel judging, the
contest rules include the following instructiong@nking procedure found on pages 28-30 must be used.
Responsive use of the body (i.e., spontaneous changes
in posture, gesture, and place-to-place movement) %éVANCING TO THE FINAL ROUND.  If there
permissible. However, this active use of the body shoulé€ more than 9 students in the competition, two or more

(A) be appropriate to the demands of the selection: sections of the contest (preliminary round) will be held.
(B) be a natural outgrowth from the literature to The top ranked contestants from each section (top 3 if 2

be performed: section/ top 2 if 3 sections) will advance to the final
(C) not call attention to itself; round. A different set of topics will be used in the final
(D) be limited in scope: round, but all rules are the same for both rounds.
One or two steps are acceptable during presentation.
The judge’s opinion in this matter is final. * POSTING THE PRELIMINARY ROUND. .

After judges have made their decisions in the preliminary

rounds.contestants pick up their evaluations at the time
and place designated on the schedule. At this time the
names of the contestants advancing to the final round
will be announced in random order and posted on a
designated bulletin board in a random speaking order
for the final round. Remember that contestants who are
entered in another contest held at the same time can only
be placed early in the speaking order upon written request
submitted at least 7 days prior to the meet.

2008

* ENTRIES. As many as THREE students from

COMBINED grade levels 7 and 8, OR ages 12 and 13

by Sept. 1 of the current school year, if in an ungraded

school,may be entered in the IMPROMPTU SPEAKING

District Contest from each school. Designated adul

representing each school will select contestants
e

represent the campus at the District Meet based on tHg
abilities and interest in public speaking, as well as othe
factors, which are decided upon by each school.

Sample | mpromptu Speaking Topics
from 2007 Meets

My most rewarding community service . . .
Getting the family together for a portraitis . . .
I am glad | lost my because . ..
My experience with a fly fishing rod . . .

The childhood toy | remember best . . .

To prepare for a natural disaster | would . . .
The sky is blue because . . .
Things I like to do on a rainy day include .. .

* MATERIALS. Additional practice topics are available
in the PSIA Study Materials Packets (Study Materials
Order Form).
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